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The movie "Through Deaf Eyes" depicts a shared experience of American culture and history through education, family life, and work and community interactions. Based on the interview of Stockard Channing, the film depicts different perspectives of the deaf society in America. After watching the movie, I realized that I held a complete wrong perception about deaf people. The perspective that I previously had completely changed. For me, I always thought that deaf people strive to survive or become equal with the normal people. However, after watching the film "Through Deaf Eyes" and listening to the interviews, I realized that people with normal hearing capabilities are the ones who struggle than deaf people. Watching the film impacted me, especially in the way I used to understand the experience of the deaf world. King Jordan, the former President of Gallaudet University, in the interview says that deaf people do not think in terms of what they cannot do, but instead, they think of what they can do (1:51). Carol Padden, a professor of communication, further explains the potential abilities that make deaf people unique. For instance, she argues that deaf people make themselves. This means that deaf people do not rely on other people to do things for them. For example, they make their stage performances and write their own books.
Besides Enjoying the movie, I also mainly learned the challenges that deaf people, like many minority groups in America, go through. Discrimination is one of the challenges that have been highlighted in the movie.  I enjoyed segments of the movie, which focused on the challenges that deaf people go through in their daily lives. The movie mentions that deaf people rely on sign language, which is sometimes misunderstood. However, little understanding of what it means to be deaf makes it difficult for the deaf to interact with normal people. Through this movie, I believe that deafness has evolved through the past years and the film made me realize deafness goes beyond learning a sign language. I realized that deafness is a culture on its own where members have their life and form their values and goals to achieve. I am happy and glad to have watched the movie “Through Deaf Eyes” because it opened my eyes to a new culture that I never knew that existed.
